
December 16, 2003     Via Fascimile and Fed Ex 
 
Hon. Edward G. Rendell 
Governor 
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvannia 
225 Main Capitol Building 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania  17120 
 
RE: Access at Schuylkill River Park in Philadelphia 
 
Dear Governor Rendell: 
 
We are writing you about an issue very important to the City of Philadelphia and its 
residents--an issue where we need your help.  The City should have safe and convenient 
access to the new Schuylkill River Park, an outstanding recreational amenity that is near 
completion.  We remember your visit to the Park’s site last spring to announce a grant 
from the State of $500,000 to help complete the river trail from the Waterworks to Locust 
Street. 
  
We are extremely concerned because CSX, for purported safety reasons, continues to 
insist upon creating a major barrier between the City’s neighborhoods and the Park.  It 
has forced the City to put up a fence on the west side of its tracks.  As such, the Park is 
limited to ramps situated between Chestnut and Market Streets and stairs from the 
Walnut Street Bridge--each of these requires a climb of more than four stories to get in or 
out of the Park.     
 
In 2000, the City applied to the Public Utility Commission for at grade crossings at 
Locust and Cherry Street (currently at grade crossings are open to the Park during 
construction at Locust and Race Streets), but the PUC denied the application.  According 
to the PUC decision, the City is allowed access for emergency vehicles only at Race St., 
but the Locust St. access point will be sealed off after construction of the Park.  
 
We believe that this lack of access is a great detriment for several reasons. 
 
First, it creates a safety issue from the perspective of park users.  In case of an 
emergency, the only exit from the Park will be the Chestnut/Market Street ramps.  
Secondly, residents of Center City will only have access at Market and Chestnut Streets, 
which is difficult for many residents who live West of Broad in Center City.  Third, while 
the Park links directly with bicycle and pedestrian trails to Fairmount Park, Valley Forge 
and beyond, bikers will discouraged from coming into Philadelphia because of the Park's 
lack of at-grade access.  It is a shame for so much public investment and decades of 
planning to be spent on a Park that, in the end, is so difficult for users to enter and exit.  
 
We believe these crossings can be designed so that public safety is ensured and CSX is 
able to conduct its freight business.  We believe that the demand evidenced by the 



number of pedestrians, bikers and runners who are already using the Park (despite its 
construction condition) warrant safe and convenient access at Race and Locust Streets.  
 
Pennsylvanians feel very strongly about this issue.  We formed a campaign, Free 
Schuylkill River Park, to document the widespread public support for gaining access to 
the Park at Race and Locust Streets.  In a matter of weeks, nearly 300 letters have already 
been sent to CSX asking them to reconsider their position and 150 people signed a 
petition.  We are enclosing some of the personal comments made on the letters sent via 
our website http://freetheriverpark.typepad.com.  
 
We have spoken to Secretary Michael DiBerardinis recently about this predicament and 
he graciously heard our side of the story.  But we are asking you to use your good offices 
to convince CSX and the Public Utility Commission to reconsider the issues and to find a 
solution that satisfies the City’s needs to have at grade crossing access at Race and 
Locust Streets.  We are convinced that only you, the Governor of the Commonwealth, 
can make the difference in this important issue. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
Sarah Clark Stuart        
Rob Stuart 
Russell Meddin 
Sam Little 
Andrew Toy, for the  
 
Free Schuylkill River Park Coalition 

On behalf of the following organizations: 
 

Bicycle Club of Philadelphia 
Bicycle Coalition of Philadelphia 
Fairmount Soccer Association 
Friends of Schuylkill River Park 
Logan Square Neighborhood Association 
Philly Runners 
Young Involved Philadelphia 

113 N. Van Pelt St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
215-561-0483 
scspa@comcast.net 
 
Cc:  Secretary Michael DiBerardinis 

Philadelphia City Council President Anna Verna 
 Councilman Darrell Clark 
Enclosure:  Copies of personal comments from individuals who sent letters to CSX 
President Michael Ward via the http://freetheriverpark.typepad.com website 


